
Texas Book Festival Grant Awarded to Library 
 

The Carl and Mary Welhausen Library is a recent recipient of a $2,500 Collection Development Grant 
from the Texas Book Festival (TBF). This grant will be used to purchase many graphic novels (comic 

books, manga, anime) for the juvenile sections of the library.  These books will be ready for check out 
just in time for summer reading. This genre of books is becoming more popular among youth, and the 

interest seems to be increasing at a steady pace.  The collection currently equals just over 220; and with 
the new additions, the collection will grow another 200 or so.   

The Texas Book Festival has been very generous to the Welhausen Library by assisting in the 
development of the Children’s Spanish Bilingual section, juvenile audiobooks, and graphic novels over 
the last few years. In 2019, forty-one libraries in Texas received funding for collection development. 

Since their founding in 1995, TBF has funded over 1,169 grants totaling over $3 million dollars, to 600+ 
libraries. Part of their mission is to promote literacy and support Texas libraries through these collection 

development grants.  Each year, funds raised at the Texas Book Festival support grants that are 
distributed to libraries in Texas the following year. 

The 24th Texas Book Festival will be held on October 26-27, 2019 in and around the Texas State Capitol 
in Austin, Texas. In 2018, there were over 50,000 in attendance with 300 authors sharing their love for 

literacy.  Everyone is encouraged to attend this year’s event. 
The Carl and Mary Welhausen Library and City of Yoakum would like to take this opportunity to thank 
each and every one at the Texas Book Festival for their continued support of our little library. Funding 
opportunities such as this grant make it possible to continue serving our patrons in a broader capacity.  

For more information on the Texas Book Festival, please visit their website at 
https://www.texasbookfestival.org or on Facebook. Information on the Carl and Mary Welhausen 

Library may be found on their website at www.cityofyoakum.org/library , by visiting the Friends of the 
Carl and Mary Welhausen Library on Facebook, coming by the library, or by calling (361) 293-5001.  

Hope to see you soon at the library! The library is located at 810 Front St., in Yoakum. 
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