
Library Receives Makerspace & Collection Development Grant 
 

The Carl and Mary Welhausen Library is the recent recipient of an $11,814 grant for collection development 
and makerspaces from the Tocker Foundation.  Five thousand dollars of this amount has been designated to 

purchase books and audiobooks for all sections of the library, while the remaining six thousand eight hundred 
fourteen dollars will be used to purchase snap circuits, marble mazes, wooden building planks, magna tiles, 

robots, iPad, 3D pens, and consumables for the craft table.   
All of these items will be introduced during the new “Maker Mondays” that will begin this summer.  “Meet 

Sphero, Ollie, and EVO” is the day where kids will have the opportunity to program sophisticated robots using 
an iPad. Make them go up ramps, in a circle, or do various things according to colors – you are the programmer.  
“You Be The Architect” will get those creative juices flowing when kids use their imagination to build amazing 
structures with marble mazes, wooden building planks, and magna tiles.  “Let’s Make Electricity” is when each 
child will have the ability to make things move, spin, and light up through circuit building.  New craft supplies 
will be added to the very popular craft table that is in the children’s section. 3D pens will be introduced to teens 
as part of the Tubular Tuesdays held this summer.  They will have the ability to put their skills to the test.  In the 
fall, the library plans to continue these fun-filled days.  These “Tinker Tuesdays” will be scheduled once school 

is back in session.  Stay tuned for a schedule of events for these pop up maker days.  All information will be 
placed in the summer program pamphlets and be distributed to the area schools, published on Facebook and in 

the local newspaper. 
To date, the Tocker Foundation has funded $148,438 to the Carl and Mary Welhausen Library. This includes 
much of the furniture and shelving, books and audiobooks, story time supplies, the children’s interactive play 
area, the digitization of the Yoakum Herald Times, the library’s circulation system, and staff’s attendance and 
travel to the Texas Library Association Annual Conference. Without their continued support, our library would 
not be able to provide many of the services offered.  Their kind generosity is very much appreciated.  If anyone 
would like to extend his or her thanks to this amazing support branch, please send a letter to 5806 Mesa Drive, 

Ste. 375, Austin, Texas 78731.  Please let them know how much you appreciate them and share your 
experiences about the library.  

The Tocker Foundation was established in 1964 to implement the philanthropic interest of Phillip and Olive 
Tocker. Phillip Tocker was a practicing attorney, but changed careers in his later years by purchasing the Waco 
outdoor advertising plant. The family business was destroyed in the 1953 Waco tornado. The family rebuilt and 
the business survived. Phillip Tocker’s vocational career culminated to the position of President of the Outdoor 
Advertising Association of America. After retiring, Phillip and Olive Tocker actively pursued their avocations. 
They endowed the Foundation with their estates in 1994 and 1993 respectively. In 1992, the Foundation board 

decided to focus grant distribution to small rural libraries serving a population of 12,000 or less. The direction is 
to assist libraries in making services more accessible to individuals who because of distance, residence, 

handicap, age, literacy level or other disadvantage are able to receive the benefits of public library services. 
Grants are distributed to assisting libraries to serve as community centers, information resources and provide 

literacy and bilingual programs. The Foundation partners with community libraries to meet the particular needs 
of the community.  

The Carl and Mary Welhausen Library is located at 810 Front Street, in Yoakum.  Make plans to visit this 
COMMUNITY TREASURE. Please do not hesitate to call (361) 293-5001 if staff can be of any assistance. 

 


