
Statewide Mask Requirement for Individuals 

Executive Order EO-29 

Effective July 3rd, Texas Governor Greg Abbot has issued a statewide executive order that states: 

Every person in Texas shall wear a face covering over the nose and mouth when inside 
a commercial entity or other building or space open to the public, or when in an outdoor 
public space, wherever it is not feasible to maintain six feet of social distancing from 
another person not in the same household; 

 Texas Governor's Executive Order No. GA-29 (7/2/2020) [PDF]  

Effective: July 3rd. Relating to the use of face coverings during the COVID-19 disaster. 

Exceptions 

The following people are exempt from the rule: 

 Children 10 years old or younger. 

 "Any person with a medical condition or disability that prevents wearing a face covering." 

 Those living in counties that have established with the state that there are very low numbers of COVID-19 infections. 

A list of exempt counties is maintained on the TDEM website. 

Masks are not required when participating in the following activities: 

 While eating, drinking, or while seated at a restaurant. 

 While exercising outdoors (as long as proper social distancing is maintained). 

 While driving (as long as your passengers live in your household). 

 While obtaining a service that requires the temporary removal of the face covering. 

 While swimming. 

 While voting, working as a poll watcher, assisting a voter, or administering an election. 

 While participating in religious worship or providing access to religious worship. 

 While giving a speech or broadcast to an audience. 

Also: 
 The mask requirement does apply to those participating in a protest of 10 or more people when 6 feet of social 

distancing is not maintained or not possible. 

 
Enforcement 

Penalties for not complying with this order: 

 First time violations: Verbal or written warning. 

 Subsequent violations: Fine not to exceed $250. 

 A person may not be confined in jail for refusing to adhere to this order. 

 However, law enforcement may consider someone who refuses to leave the premises a trespasser and may enforce 

trespassing laws accordingly. 

Responsible parties for enforcement of the order: 

 Local law enforcement. 

 Other local officials. 

 


