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 Yoakum Municipal Court  
Health & Safety Protocols 

DeWitt County, Texas 
 

Recognizing the need to ensure the health and safety of litigants, attorneys, visitors, court staff, judges, and 
other individuals entering the buildings housing the courts, the courts of  City of Yoakum Municipal Court will 
implement the following protective measures: 

Courts  

1. Effective Immediately the Health and Safety Plan will be readopted on a month to month as per 
Fortieth Emergency Order (Misc. Docket #21-9079; line item #10) Presiding Judge of the Yoakum 
Municipal Court will revisit on 15th of each month.  

2. Yoakum Municipal Court will implement the updated health recommendations made by the Texas 
Department of State Health Services (DSHS). 

3. Court will post our Health & Safety Plan on-line on our cityofyoakum.org website. 
4. Our Court will adopt the CDC’s metric Data Tracker to help determine when to restrict in-person 

proceedings. 
5. We will continue to use all reasonable efforts to conduct proceedings remotely (such as by 

teleconferencing, videoconferencing or other means) unless litigants or other court participants are 
unable to successfully participate in a remote hearing for reasons beyond the court’s control. 

Current Modification of Operation: 

1. All Court Proceeding will be held virtually via Zoom, unless 
 Pay by Phone 
 Pay by Mail 
 Pay on-line 
 Unable to appear via Zoom, due to video/audio capabilities; or defendant prefers a live in-

person court appearance. 
 

2. Court will hold in-person proceedings with social distancing in place. 
 Pre-screen requirements prior to entering the building 
 Requiring a face mask to enter the building, including court staff 
 We have marked our lobby for only 2 chairs together and at 6 feet apart 
 Will sanitize and disinfect between each case coming into the court room 
 If anyone arrives early for their scheduled Court Appearance, and the building is at capacity, 

they will be asked to wait to enter the building, until someone exits the building. 
3. The Court phone lines are open Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.  
4. The Court accepts payments by mail, night drop box, money orders, on-line and checks.  Credit Card 

payments are taken in-person through the Drive Through window and via phone. 
5. Requests for an extension regarding cases that have Judge’s order must be submitted in writing by 

postal mail or email for the Judge to consider a change. 
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General 

1. All judges will comply with the Emergency Orders issued by the Supreme Court of Texas and Court of 
Criminal Appeals, including conducting in-person proceedings according to the guidance issued by the 
Office of Court Administration regarding social distancing, maximum group size, and other restrictions 
and precautions. 

2. The judge will use all reasonable efforts to conduct proceedings remotely.  
3. The presiding judge of the municipal court will maintain regular communication with the local health 

authority and mayor to adjust this operating plan as necessary with conditions in the city. 

Judge and Court Staff Health 

1. Courts should take precautions to ensure judges and court staff do not enter the courthouse when 
there is a likelihood that they may have COVID-19 or have been recently exposed to COVID-19, and the 
court should take reasonable steps to protect Judges and court staff from contracting COVID-19. 

2. Judge and court staff who can perform the essential functions of their job, remotely when possible. 
Courts will consider conducting hybrid hearings as necessary. 

3. Judges or court staff who feel feverish or have measured temperatures equal to or greater than 99.6ºF, 
or with new or worsening signs or symptoms of COVID-19 such as cough, shortness of breath or 
difficulty breathing, chills, repeated shaking with chills, muscle pain, headache, sore throat, loss of 
taste or smell, diarrhea, or having known close contact with a person who is confirmed to have COVID-
19 will not be permitted to enter the building and should seek medical advice. 

4. Judges and court staff will be required to wear face coverings, practice social distancing, and practice 
appropriate hygiene recommendations at all time.  

5. Protective Measures: Prescreen, check temperatures, requiring a mask, sanitize and disinfect between 
cases, coming into the courtroom, and maintain 6 feet apart in and out of the courtroom. 

Scheduling 

1. All proceedings will be conducted remotely when possible, on prior request. 
2. The in-person proceedings schedule adopted by the Municipal Court Presiding Judge will ensure that 

the number of persons in the building are able to adequately social distance while in the courtroom 
and public spaces of the building. 

3. Judge should limit docket size to ensure that adequate social distancing is maintained in the 
courtroom, in the areas around the courtroom, and in the courthouse. 

4. Should DeWitt & Lavaca County be classified as a “High Transmission” defined as 45 new COVID 19 
cases within the 7 days prior to scheduling of the court. 

 Jury Trials will not be scheduled 
 All court proceeding will be held virtually via Zoom 

Vulnerable Populations 

1. Individuals who are over age 65 and individuals with serious underlying health conditions, such as high 
blood pressure, chronic lung disease, diabetes, obesity, asthma, and those whose immune systems are 
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compromised such as by chemotherapy for cancer or other conditions requiring such therapy are 
considered to be vulnerable populations. 

2. Judge will include information on setting hearings, dockets notices, and in other communications 
notifying individuals who are in vulnerable populations of the ability to contact the court to identify 
themselves as a vulnerable individual and receive accommodations. A notice with this information will 
be posted on the courts’ websites and in conspicuous locations around the court building.   

3. Vulnerable populations who are scheduled for court will be accommodated by contacting the court by 
phone, advising of the health conditions, checking each defendant’s situation and rescheduling docket 
for later date. 

Witnesses 

1. Our courts shall inquire whether witnesses to proceeding may have COVID-related issues.  To the 
degree constitutionally permissible, judges should permit witnesses to testify remotely via 
videoconference, especially if that witness has symptoms of or a recent positive test of COVID-19, has 
been recently exposed, or is vulnerable to contracting COVID-19. 

Screening 

1. When individuals attempt to enter the court building, Court Security Officer will ask the individuals if 
they are feeling feverish; have a cough, shortness of breath, or difficulty breathing; or have been in 
close contact with a person who is confirmed to have COVID-19. Individuals who indicate yes to any of 
these questions will be refused admittance to the court building.  

2. When individuals attempt to enter the court building, Court Security Office will use an infrared 
thermometer to determine the temperature of the individual. Individuals whose temperature equals 
or exceeds 99.6ºF will be refused admittance to the court building.  

3. Inmates being transported from the jail to the court building will be screened for symptoms of COVID-
19 and have their temperature taken prior to transport. Inmates with symptoms or a temperature 
equal to or above 99.6ºF will not be transported to the court building. 

4. Staff who are screening individuals entering the court building will be provided personal protective 
equipment, including mask, gloves and hand sanitizer. 

5. Special attention should be given to how inmates or detainees from jail and juvenile facilities who may 
be transported to a courtroom will be screened, including consideration of a lower threshold 
temperature of 99.6 degrees as an indicator of symptoms. 

6. Screeners should be provided appropriate face protection and gloves. 

Social Distancing 

1. All persons not from the same household who are permitted in the court building will be required to 
maintain adequate social distancing of at least 6 feet.  

2. No more than two individuals not from the same house hold will be permitted. 
3. Each restroom will be evaluated to determine the appropriate capacity to ensure social distancing and 

the maximum capacity has been posted on each restroom door.  
4. Public common areas, including breakrooms and snack rooms, have been closed to the public.  
5. The maximum number of persons permitted in the gallery of each courtroom has been determined 

and posted. The maximum capacity of the courtroom will be monitored and enforced by court staff. 
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6. The gallery of the courtroom has been marked to identify appropriate social distancing in the seating. 
Seating is limited.  

7. In each courtroom, the counsel tables, judge’s bench, and clerk, and bailiff seating have been arranged 
in such a way so that there is social distancing of at least 6 feet between each space. 

Face Coverings 

1. All individuals entering the court building will be required to wear face coverings at all times.  
2. Individuals will be encouraged to bring face coverings with them. 
3. Individuals who will be required to be in the court building for over 1 hour will be required to wear 

them while in the court building. 
4. Should an individual be in the courthouse without a mask, a non-medical grade face mask will be 

available. 
5. Court participants who may need to lower their face mask to speak for a very short period of time.   

Ventilation 

1. Courts should consider increasing ventilation in courtrooms, including opening windows, using air 
cleaners, and improving building wide air filtration. 

Hygiene 

1. Hand sanitizer dispensers have been placed at the entrances to the building, outside of each 
courtroom, and outside of bathrooms. 

2. Tissues have been placed near the door of the courtroom, at counsel tables, at the witness stand, on 
the judges’ benches, and in the hallways. 

3. The Department of State Health Service’s “Stop the Spread of Germs Flyer” has been posted in multiple 
locations on each floor of the court building. 

Cleaning 

1. Court building cleaning staff will clean the common areas of the court building so that common spaces 
are cleaned at least every hour.  

2. Court building cleaning staff will clean the courtrooms between every hearing, between morning and 
afternoon proceedings, and at the end of each day the courtroom is used. 

3. Court building cleaning staff have been provided cleaning supplies shown to be effective with this 
coronavirus. 

4. Court building cleaning staff have been trained on proper cleaning techniques and provided 
appropriate personal protective equipment. 

Summoning Jurors 

1. Court will include with juror summonses information on precautions that have been taken to protect 
the health and safety of prospective jurors and COVID-19 questionnaires that elicit from prospective 
juror information about their exposure or vulnerability to COVID-19.   

2. Court will use juror questionnaires for voir dire to assist in shortening the length of voir dire or the 
number of venire persons.  Court will grant excuses or reschedule prospective jurors who have been 
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potentially exposed, who are symptomatic, and who are vulnerable or live with some vulnerable to 
COVID-19. 

3. Court shall consider conducting voir dire remotely even if the trial portion will be conducted in person. 

Location for Jury Selection, Trial, and Deliberation 

1. Court has identified an appropriate location for conducting the various phases of a jury proceeding that 
enables adequate social distancing at all phases.  Court will ensure adequate security at the alternative 
location. 

2. Yoakum Municipal Court will be holding all Jury proceedings outside our courtroom and in the Yoakum 
Community Center at 605 Huck St. 

Alternate Jurors 

1. Court will select alternate jurors to permit the trial to continue in the event of juror becoming 
ineligible to serve for a reason unrelated to that person’s exposure to or contraction of the COVID-
19. 

Arrangement of Courtroom 

1. Our court will modify the courtroom as necessary.   Participants (judge, parties/counsel, jurors, 
witnesses, court clerks, bailiffs & public) will be arranged in the courtroom.  Special attention will 
be made to the placement of the witness and parties so that the juror, judge and attorney can see 
the witness and parties during testimony.  Special attention will be made in placement of evidence 
presentation displays so that jurors and witnesses can see the information being displayed. 

2. Court will provide a space where a judge can have a private conversation with juror and/or counsel.  

Exhibit/Evidence Management 

1  Court will use a digital form for exhibits/evidence when physical or paper exhibits/evidences is 
required.  This reduces the exchange of that exhibit/evidence to the number of persons necessary 
and passing exhibit/evidence to the individual members of the jury.  

2.  If an exhibit is required to be transferred from person to person, single use gloves should be worn 
and discarded immediately after handling the exhibit/evidence. 

3. During jury deliberations, we will make an effort to provide the jury with access to digital 
exhibits/evidence that would normally be shared with the jury during deliberation.   

****************************************************************************************** 

The Supreme Court issued the Thirty-Sixth Emergency Order to provide flexibility to courts conduct 
proceedings remotely and provides revised criteria in order for court to conduct in-person proceedings, 
including jury trials.   

 Subject to constitutional limitations, all courts are permitted to—and required to avoid risk to court staff, 
parties, attorneys, jurors, and the public—without a participant’s consent: 

o modify and suspend deadlines and procedures through June 1, 2021; 
o allow or require anyone to participate remotely in a proceeding; 
o conduct proceedings away from the court’s usual location with reasonable notice and access to the 

participants and the public;  
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o take any other reasonable action to avoid exposing court proceedings to the threat of COVID-19, 
including requiring compliance with social distancing protocols and face coverings worn over the 
nose and mouth.  

• As stated in Attorney General Opinion KP-0322, “judges possess broad inherent authority to 
control orderly proceedings in their courtrooms, and pursuant to that authority, they can 
require individuals in the courtroom to wear facial coverings” and “may require any person 
entering the courthouse in which they preside to wear a facial covering while in the 
courthouse.”  

 Courts should, but are no longer required to, use reasonable efforts to conduct proceedings remotely. 
 Upon request and good cause shown, judges are required to permit any court participant, other than a juror, 

to participate remotely in any proceeding, subject to constitutional limitations.  
 District courts, statutory county and statutory probate courts, constitutional county courts, justice of the 

peace courts and municipal courts may conduct in-person proceedings, both jury and non-jury, if the local 
administrative district judge or presiding judge of the municipal court, in consultation with the judges in the 
county or municipal court building, as applicable, adopts the following: 

o minimum standard health protocols for all court proceedings in the county or municipal court 
buildings, as applicable, and the public attending court proceedings that will be employed in all 
courtrooms and throughout all public areas of the court buildings, including masking, social distancing, 
or both; and  

o an in-person proceeding schedule for all judges in the county or municipal court buildings, as 
applicable. 

• The new minimum standard health protocols are not required to be approved by the regional 
presiding judges or submitted to OCA.  

• Examples of minimum standard health protocols have been published by the state 
Department of Health Services and include items such as screening, social distancing, face 
coverings, seating arrangements, etc. OCA’s previously published Guidance may also be 
helpful in establishing the protocols. OCA intends to issue Best Practices soon that will detail 
some recommended minimum standard health protocols.   

• The court operating plans and recertified plans adopted pursuant to previous Supreme Court 
Orders and OCA’s Guidance for All Court Proceedings During the COVID-19 Pandemic are no 
longer required for courts to conduct in-person proceeding, both jury and non-jury. However, 
local administrative district judges and presiding judges of municipal courts may wish to 
adopt the previously submitted operating plans as minimum standard health protocols.  

• All judges in county buildings or municipal court buildings are required to follow the 
minimum standard health protocols adopted by the local administrative district judge or 
presiding judge of the municipal court. A judge may impose stricter health protocols in his or 
her court than those required by the adopted minimum standard health protocols. 

 In order to conduct an in-person jury proceeding a court must also: 
o to assist with coordination of local resources and to manage capacity issues, obtain prior approval, 

including a prior approved schedule, for the jury proceeding from the local administrative district judge 
or presiding judge of the municipal courts, as applicable;  

o consider on the record any objection or motion related to continuing with the jury proceeding at least 
seven days before the jury proceeding or as soon as practicable if the objection or motion is made or 
filed within seven days of the jury proceeding; 

o establish communication protocols to ensure that no court participants have tested positive for COVID-
19 within the previous 10 days, have had symptoms of COVID-19 within the previous 10 days, or have 
had recent known exposure to COVID-19 within the previous 14 days;  

o include with the jury summons information on the precautions that have been taken to protect the 
health and safety of prospective jurors and a COVID-19 questionnaire to be submitted in advance of 
the jury selection that elicits from prospective jurors information about their exposure or particular 
vulnerability to COVID-19; and  
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o upon request by a prospective juror, excuse or reschedule any prospective juror who provides 
information confirming their COVID-19 infection or exposure or their particular vulnerability to COVID-
19. 

 Judges may conduct remote jury proceedings without the consent of the parties—except in jailable criminal 
cases—as long as the court considers on the record any objection or motion related to proceeding with the 
remote jury proceeding at least seven days before the proceeding or as soon as practicable if the objection or 
motion is made or filed within seven days of the jury proceeding and ensures that all potential and selected 
petit jurors have access to technology to participate remotely. 

 

After conferring with the City Manager, City Mayor, Judge, City Council and several court clerks, The Health 
and Safety Plan was approved up to safety standards to hold court.  We will ensure that the persons signing 
below ensures that the court will operate by this plan. 

 

Telephone:    361 293-6321 

Office Hours:  Monday – Friday 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

Email address:  court@cityofyoakum.org 

Website:  www.cityofyoakum.org 

Address:  738 Hwy 77-A South 
   P.O. Box 738 
   Yoakum, Texas 77995 
 
 

THIS HEALTH & SAFETY PLAN IS APPROVED BY: 

 
 
Date: 08/30/2021       /s/      
       Daniel W. Pelech, Municipal Court Judge 
       City of Yoakum 
       DeWitt County, Texas  
 
    
        
 
        
 
        


